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This book is a celebration of life on farms in Ireland, through the eyes and 

words of children. They tell us that farms are great places to live and grow 

up on. They also tell us how fragile life on the farm can be for children and 

adults alike, when chances are taken and safety is compromised. Their words 

and pictures are a reminder to all those making their livelihood on farms of 

how preventable accidents are, and the truth about the chances that get tak-

en every day of the week on farms in Ireland. It might be a near miss today. 

Tomorrow it could be a serious injury or fatality. On average, 21 people die 

in farm-related accidents each year. Many more are seriously injured. Farms 

remain the only workplace in Ireland where children still continue to die. 

Those in farming owe it to themselves and their families to prevent these 

tragedies,  which are often compounded by happening in what is both home 

and workplace. A huge change in mind-set is needed to move away from tak-

ing unnecessary risks, if we are to change the outlook for a new generation.

The stories and images in the book were written and produced by children 

aged between five and twelve, from all over Ireland who answered the call to 

enter a HSA art/story-writing competition. From more than 9,500 entries, 

86 children won and were given the opportunity to work with artists, writers 

and each other to produce this book. Copies will be available in every school 

and library in the country.

Thank you to our partners in Kilkenny Education Centre and the other 20 

full-time Education Centres for helping us get the farm safety message into 

every primary school.  A huge thanks also to Kids’ Own Publishing Partner-

ship whose artists and writers let the voices of children be heard so clearly 

and beautifully in this book.  Let us now heed those voices and act upon them 

to make work-related deaths on farms a thing of the past. 

Martin O’ Halloran, CEO, Health and Safety Authority 3



Thank you!
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Midlands

I was wearing red and my mammy saw the bull and she hid me behind her back but 
luckily the bull didn't see me. Sometimes they can have horns but this one didn't have horns. 
Sometimes cows can have horns as well. 
Granddad has a farm. If I ever go down in the fields I go with my daddy. He 
sometimes helps out my granddad. Sometimes I stay in the house and sometimes I help them. 
I went down the fields with them. I collected the hen's eggs, just me and my brother and my 
granddad. But we don't do it anymore. 

Saoirse Melia, Senior Infants, Co. Galway

Stephen Kennedy, 5th Class, Co. Clare

The things I like most about being on the farm… I like listening to the 
sound of the bees, because there’s long grass and flowers all around. 
When you’re there you have to be careful that you don’t step into a bit of 
mud, because once I did and I got my foot stuck in it. I got my foot out but 
I didn’t get the shoe out. The worst thing about living on the farm is the 
smell of slurry or the fertilizer. The fertilizer smells bad! My uncle got rid 
of the horns on the bull – for safety. But the female cows can be more 
angry than the males.

We feed the cows hay and silage and seeds and nuts and they graze a 
lot at the field. My uncle has this machine that goes on the back of the 
tractor and you put the timber into it and it drops and it chops it up. If 
you have your finger there and you leave it down you could lose one. We 
were climbing on the hay bales and my friend stepped down a hole right 
between them and he couldn’t get outso we had to gently tip them 
over so he could crawl out. 

My granddad has a farm but the only animals 
he has are pheasanTs. He grows barley. 
I’ve seen it in the field. I think they’re growing 
fruit trees as well. My cousins live up there next 
to my granny so we walk up to their house to see 
them. We play on the farm but we don’t go near 
any of the machinery. My granddad would say 
‘don’t be climbing on it, cause you could fall off 
and hurt yourself.’ 

They have a big shed and it has loads of wood in 
it and beside that there’s loads of old machinery 
and sometimes my little brother climbs up on it 
and we have to tell him to come down because he 
might fall off. At my uncle’s house he has swings 
and slides so we’re allowed to go on them. 

 Eva Isdell, 3rd Class, Co. Westme Eva Isdell, 3rd Class, Co. Westmeath
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My granddad, when he was on his farm, 
he was doing something with the hOOF  of 
the cow and the cow didn’t like it, so he kicked 
my granddad on the knee. And my granddad 
fell down, but he didn’t have a phone on him. 

And my grandma was waiting for him at home. 
She had the dinner ready and she was waiting 
on him to come in and after two hours she went 
looking for him, and she found him lying on 
the ground. 

Farmers often do things on their own. 
If you have your mobile you can phone 
or text.

Don’t go in the field with lots of CaTTle 
in it, because if you open the gate, they’ll run 
out. Horses could kick you and bulls could 
chase after you. Donkeys are really strong and 
they could knock down a fence. My cat Alice 
eats wasps and bees and flies and ladybirds and 
insects and things like that. My teacher’s uncle 
got his leg tore off by a PTO shaft. You shouldn’t 
go in front of a tractor. 

Be careful of machinery. It could kill 
you Or squash you Or tear your leg off 
Or poke your eye out.

Róisín Walsh, 1st Class, Co. Westmeath

Aisling Carroll, 4th Class, Co. Kildare

Adam Schuch, 1st Class, Co. Laois

One time my mum was out on the horse and the horse put its head 
down to graze and my mum just slid down its head. We have chickens 
and bees so we can get a bit of money from the eggs and the honey. 
And we had a cockerel one time and his name was Homer because he 
was always eating the chicken feed. All the cockerels have these little 
knife things on their legs and twice I went in to get the eggs and he got 
me on the ankles so we ate him. I have to get the eggs and clean the 
chicken house and with the bees I have to help daddy to lift the frames 
and put the honey in the jars and sell it. You have to wear a bee suit 
and put a veil on your face in case the bees try stinging you and the 
stinger can’t get you.                   

My dad got stung by a bee on the eye and it swelled up and his eye got 
smaller and smaller and smaller.cause it’s so hairy you cay you  

My friend has a wild bull and it’s really dangerous because it’s so hairy 
you can’t see its horns. 

One time my mum was out on the hORse and the horse put its 
head down to graze and my mum just slid down its head. We have 
chickens and bees so we can get a bit of money from the eggs and the 
honey. And we had a cockerel one time and his name was Homer be-
cause he was always eating the chicken feed. All the cockerels have 
these little knife things on their legs and twice I went in to get the eggs 
and he got me on the ankles so we ate him. I have to get the eggs and 
clean the chicken house and with the bees I have to help daddy to lift 
the frames and put the honey in the jars and sell it. You have to wear 
a bee suit and put a veil on your face in case the bees try stinging you 
and the stinger can’t  get you. 

My dad got stung by a bee on the eye and it swelled up 
and his eye got smaller and smaller and smaller. 

My friend has a wild bull and it’s really dangerous because it’s so hairy 
you can’t see its horns. 
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Alanna Hayes, 2nd Class, Co. 
Clare

My granny has a farm and daddy and Noel and Seán look 
after the COws and sheep. Once I helped them close the 
gate. I'm allowed to go on the farm only if I ask. 

I don't play in the hay bales. Some-
times my cousin Niall jumps on them. There's no more 
hay left. We're going to cut a field beside my house so we 
can make bales out of it. They cut it and then they turn 
it round and then they wrap it up in some plastic that's 
black. They have tractors and there's this thing on the back 
and some kind of thing that turns it into a bale and it goes 
onto another machine and it wraps it all into the plastic.

Anna Galvin, Senior Infants, Co. Roscommon

I have six DOgs and we were at the lane and we passed the farm 
and then one of my dogs – Shelby – she nearly ran in. We saw 
some cows in the field and some bulls. My mam grabbed her and 
just put her on the lead. She could have got chased by a cow or a 
bull and one of us might have had to go in after her and we could 
have got hurt. Make sure you always have the dogs on the lead 
when you pass anything or if they go into the field try and call 
them back without going in.

Sophia Dorgan, 5th Class, Co. Westmeath

My granddad has a farm but the only animals he has are pheasants. He grows bar-
ley. I’ve seen it in the field. I think they’re growing fruit trees as well. My cousins live 
up there next to my granny so we walk up to their house to see them. We play on 
the farm but we don’t go near any of the machinery. My granddad would 
say ‘don’t be climbing on it, cause you could fall off and hurt yourself.’  

They have a big shed and it has loads of wood in it and beside that there’s loads of 
old machinery and sometimes my little brother climbs up on it and we have to tell 
him to come down because he might fall off. At my uncle’s house he has swings and 
slides so we’re allowed to go on them. 

My brother works on the farm with my dad. 
He’s six. I don’t know what he does. He says 
its fun. My dad keeps an eye on him. He usu-
ally does it on a Saturday while I’m at dancing. 
Sometimes they go to the bog and they cut the 
turf. They do different things. If I ask my dad I 
would be allowed to go to the farm but usually 
I stay at home. 

I have a friend who lives on a farm. It's a 
dairy farm. I've never been on it. I've been 
on my granddad's farm, but he's not really 
a farmer anymore, he just looks after ani-
mals – horses and donkeys. My sister goes 
out to pet them but you have to be careful 
of them. 

Sarah Noone, 6th Class, Co. Galway

Alanna Hayes, 2nd Class, Co. Clare

Eva Isdell, 3rd Class, Co. Westmeath

I have a friend who lives on a farm. It’s a dairy farm. I’ve never 
been on it. I’ve been on my granddad’s farm, but he’s not really 
a farmer anymore, he just looks after animals – hORses and 
donkeys. My sister goes out to pet them but you have to be careful 
of them. Sarah Noone, 6th Class, Co. Galway

My brother works on the farm with my dad. He’s six. I don’t know 
what he does. He says its fun. My dad keeps an eye on him. He usu-
ally does it on a Saturday while I’m at dancing. Sometimes they go 
to the bog and they cut the turf. They do different things. If I ask 
my dad I would be allowed to go to the farm but usually I stay at 
home.                                                      

Alanna Hayes, 2nd Class, Co. Alanna Hayes, 2nd Class, Co. Clare

My brother works on the farm with my dad. He’s six. I don’t 
know what he does. He says it’s fun. My dad keeps an eye on 
him. He usually does it on a Saturday while I’m at dancing. 
Sometimes they go to the bOg and they cut the turf. They do 
different things. If I ask my dad I would be allowed to go to the 
farm but usually I stay at home. 
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I live near a farm. They have fields and 
COws. We just walk on the road beside 
it. I've been to my friend's farm. We were 
inside a shed and we went in this old shack. 

Once when me and my brother were play-
ing and kicking the ball around, there was 
a bull in the field opposite us and Oísín 
was wearing a red t-shirt and it started to 
charge and Oísín my brother started to get 
really scared and he came back up with a 
blue t-shirt.

My friends in Kilkenny have a sTuD 
FaRM. It’s smelly. We made a swing 
out of a wheel. They told me not to go near 
their greyhounds because one of them can 
bite. They have nine horses. Sometimes I 
feel safe around the horses. But they told us 
not to go behind them, because they won’t 
be able to see you and then they’ll just kick. 

You always have to go in front of 
them to see what you’re doing. 

Bláithnaid Marsh, 4th Class, Co. ClareSadhbh Ní Fhlaithearta, 3rd Class, Co. Galway

My cousin – one of the hORses stood 
on her and she had two hook bruises on 
her belly. They shot the horse after that 
because it went all wild and started run-
ning all over the place.  

They have two Billy goats as well. 
One of them had big massive horns 
and he charged at my uncle’s wife 
and she hurt her leg.

Éire Lawless, 5th Class, Co. Laois
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N o r t h w e s t

we have a beeF FaRM in Co. Donegal. We have lots of 
cows and we have sheep too. Cutting silage. You have to 
be careful because it's a busy time. If you were buck rak-
ing silage you could tip off the pit. The buck rake has spikes. 
It's a square thing and there's two spikes out the side and one 
below and there's another thing then that pushes the silage off 
whenever you get back to the silage pit. We cut barley too, and 
it's dangerous too, because if you were walking across the fields 
while they were cutting with the combine you could get badly 
cut. 

I keep listening for tractors to stay safe. If you see a cattle 
shed you'll know there's a slurry pit nearby. First you have 

to use a slurry mixer that mixes up the slurry and you have 
to step onto the machine and you could slip on the machine 
and fall into it then. If you had the arm up on the teleporter 
you could tip up. And don't stand under the loader.  
If you didn’t see it coming down, it could kill you. 

The old tractors wouldn't be the easy ones, but the new tractors 
would be easy. The old ones have gears and levers. With the 
new one, you only have to press buttons with the gears.  There 
is a seatbelt on the driver's seat but there's not 
one on the passenger seat. I suppose there should be.

Adam McCracken, 3rd Class, Co. Donegal
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My dad’s farm is just behind his uncle’s house. It’s Messy and 
smelly. Once my dad brought my two younger brothers up to the 
shed and it was really windy. He went inside to give an injection 
to the cow and he told them to wait outside and the gate was open 
and the wind blew the gate and it hit my brother on the head and 
the blood was spurting everywhere. Don’t stand too close to 
the gate. My granddad has a farm, he has cows and sheep. Sometimes 

I go there, usually on a Tuesday. I’m only allowed to go around 
the farm if I’m with my Granddad. We go in the shed to see the 
new borns. We have to be careful of Percy the bull. The cows are 
in a separate shed and they have their own cage. He has a tractor 
and some trailers for the cows. Last Saturday, my cousins came up 
and we had to put the sheep into the trailer. It’s not too difficult to 
chase them out. We halted them back from the road because the 
cars were coming. 

I fed Calves and pet lambs. I fed them at my friend’s house. I 
saw a shed, a tractor, sheep and cows. I go over to the house a good 
bit but I don’t go onto the farm often. We don’t go to the farm to 
play. Children need to be supervised at all times. If you 
don’t close the gates a calf could get out too. 

My granddad has a farm. There were little sIlage pITs and 
he had a little bottle of something but I don’t know what it was 
and he had to pour it on the silage every day to keep it fresh. We 
weren’t allowed to touch it. He said if you touched it, you might 
die. I like my granddad to put the fresh stuff on the silage because 
the smell of it goes away. 

Some of my friends live on farms. 
The farm is not a playground.

Emma O’Brien, Junior Infants, Co. Mayo

Rachel Durr, 4th Class, Co. Roscommon

Jasmine Glackin, 2nd Class, Co. Donegal

Meabh Byron, 6th Class, Co. Mayo

Shannagh Gallagher, Senior Infants, Co. Sligo 11



I feed some of the cattle when I come home from school. 
I got chased by a bull once. I fell in the field and it 
started running towards me. Never have raggy trousers, 
because the PTO could catch on them and it could take 
your leg off. It could kill you because it’s going so fast. 
My dad tells me to keep away from them. 

We were moving a bath for the cattle under a 
fence and it fell on my dad and he was under 
it and it broke his leg just at the waist. 

We wear steel toecap boots, so that if anything falls on 
your toe you can’t get hurt. I like the smells on the farm 
especially silage just after it’s been cut. I even like the 
dung smells!

Daniel Moorhead, 5th Class, Co. Longford

we have weedkiller and bvD and my dad has all these medicines 
for injecting the cows and branding paint. It has a horrible smell. In 
his slatted shed there's all these cabinets and shelves. If I wanted to 
go opening the presses I wouldn't be able to because it's locked. The 
bottles always have tight lids and labels. You need goggles when 
you're spraying and when you're with the strimmer. And 
when you're cleaning out the slatted shed you need to wear protec-
tive glasses because the gas is very strong. 

My uncle, when he was only six, he saw this thing spinning at the 
back of the tractor and it was parked at the back of the yard. He went 
towards it because he thought it looked interesting. It was spinning 
round really fast. He put his finger out and the top of his finger came 
off and he had to go to the hospital to get a bit of skin from his back 
put onto his finger.

Eva Greene, 2nd Class, Co. Roscommon12



I live on a hORse farm. All my family ride horses. 
You ride and you clean out stables. If you’re ever standing 
behind a horse he could kick you. In a split second they 
could do anything. I have two ponies. If something’s pinch-
ing them, they could rear or buck. I don’t let my friends 
ride, they’re not allowed to for health & safety. You have 
to keep an eye on young children all the time 
around horses.  We have tractors and teleporters, which 
lift heavy things. The teleporter is a big long thing. It has a 
cage to hold stuff. It’s big and high, and someone wouldn’t 
see you, so you have to keep out of the way. I don’t think 
our tractor has a seatbelt. On the road Dad would wear the 
seatbelt but just on the farm, he wouldn’t wear it. 

My granddad had a farm. I saw him spRayIng 
with gloves and glasses on. When we used to go out play-
ing, my Granddad said don’t go on the farm to 
play, stay around the house. He said don’t go out 
because the gate is open. We used to be out playing by the 
cattle and he used to tell us to go up and play by granny’s 
in case we got hit. I like the farm because you get to see all 
what’s going on. If you go down on the farm you get to see 
something new every day. 

Hannah Rose Deane, Senior Infants, Co. Donegal

some of the CheMICals, if you ate them, you could get a disease and you 
could die, or if you didn’t wash your hands after touching them. I keep telling my 
granddad to wash his hands. We’ve never had accidents with chemicals but I 
fell into a bog hole. I was walking through a waste ground and my granddad told me 
to go into that bit and it was a bog hole. I fell in, but I managed to get out. My grand-
dad pulled me out, so he made up for it. It would be too dangerous to put the toys on 
the farm. There’s a sign up and it says “This is not a playground. Always keep children 
guarded.” 

If you’re milking the cows it’s safer to have steel toe boots and you need 
gloves most of the time, if you’re feeding sheep or giving the calf an injection. 
You need goggles for some jobs. Like when you’re using the chainsaw. Always have 
the Emergency PTO Stop in the tractor. If the key is stuck, you just break the 
glass and it stops. 

I live beside the farm. There’s only cows and sheep. I’m allowed on the farm but only 
with my dad. I pet the laMbs. My brothers and sisters go on the farm sometimes 
too. My dad works on the farm. He tells us not to go near the bulls. You’d get kicked.

Adam McMahon Coleman, 1st Class, Co. Sligo

Nicole Murphy, 4th Class, Co. Sligo  

Emma McManamon, 3rd Class, Co. Mayo 13
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we're not allowed to go into the farm except when our football 
goes in. Then we have to ask our neighbour and she goes in and 
gets it. I saw a sheep in the field and she was upside down. 
There's something about if the sheep is upside down the gas can 
get to its heart, so I ran in and turned it the right way up.  If there 
was water or oil spilt beside the slurry pit you could 
slip and fall in. If there was a dog or cat in the slurry pit, I'd 
leave it because if you tried to save it, you'd get killed. My neigh-
bour got his leg caught in a machine and he lost his 
leg. I was in the digger and I nearly fell out of it. I leant back on 
the handle of the door, and it popped out and my dad caught me.

Our farm just has pOnIes and a dog. I don’t have anything 
dangerous on the farm, only when we’re by this big lake where the 
ponies get their water, then we have to be very careful there. The 
ponies aren’t too dangerous but you have to be careful not to let 
them go near anything flowery. Once I was wearing a flowery coat 
and they were trying to eat my arm! I like it most because we’re 
allowed to stroke them as long as we’re not wearing flowery coats. 

Chemicals. You have beesOns and BVD and paracetamol 
and Pen & Strep – that’s used if they have disease or something. 
You put it on the muscle. If you drink them you’re dead. If 
you have an old house, you can get a door on it, and put a lock on it 
and put a sign up. I’m the one who goes up and gets the chemicals. 
You have to be careful. Don’t drop the bottles because they’re glass 
and that’s why we always have a lock for them and store them re-
ally high. My mum got a horse from a boy called Fred. I went into 
the garden with it and it just reared up. 

I got to hold the horns when they were horning the bulls and I 
loved getting the blood all over me. It is a wee bit dangerous 
doing the horning. They go mental. One of them pulled 
my brother away and it dragged him onto the crush. 
That’s where the cows go down. 

We had a calf that was born and it was just the size of a wee Jack 
Russell. The thing I like most is cutting silage and square baling. 
We have a 7-6-10 and we have a square baler and it drops it off 
and it’s on a cage and whenever the cage is full, the door at the 
back opens up and the bale slides out and we have a quad and 
we lift the bales onto a trailer and we take it up to a silage trailer 
and then we take them up to the stack. And the sweat is pouring 
off you! We had all the McConnells down and all of us – all my 
brothers and sisters – that’s why I like it and cutting the silage too, 
because everyone comes. It’s safer then because if you do fall eve-
ryone will be there. And if you do fall off you land on bales.

My granddad has pIgs and a horse and the pigs make a lot of 
noise. The dog tries to get in the field. The dog is afraid of the horse 
and the horse is afraid of the dogs. If a dog was near the slurry or a 
cat, it could sink. I’ve been in the shed with the pigs. The pigs are 
very noisy and they are very smelly. And they’re dirty. I’m not al-
lowed in with the horse. Because it could kick you or charge.

Annabelle Frankham, Junior Infants, Co. Leitrim

Christopher Twydell, 5th Class, Co. Sligo

Jason Arthur, 5th Class, Co. Donegal

Alice Curran, 1st Class, Co. Mayo
15



How much does a silage bale weigh? It depends how you make it. 
If it’s made in wet weather it could weigh a ton, but a hay bale 
would weigh a lot less and a straw bale even less again. The best 
ones would be 4 foot by 4 foot. You get ones that are three foot and 
ones that are four foot. 

N o r t h e a s t
how much does a sIlage bale weigh? It depends how you 
make it. If it’s made in wet weather it could weigh a ton, but a hay bale 
would weigh a lot less and a straw bale even less again. The best ones 
would be four foot by four foot. You get ones that are three foot and ones 
that are four foot. 

We use the quaD for fencing or drawing timber. We use 
it for places the tractor can’t go. If you’re under 16 you’re 
not allowed to drive it. You can bring up to 22 tonnes 
of silage in a trailer. The pit can hold up to 1000 tonnes de-
pending on what size it is. You get used to the smell of slurry. 

Patrick Smith, 6th Class, Co. Cavan

The sluRRy Tank that goes 
on the tractor can hold up to 8,000 
gallons. You just use that to draw 
slurry from one farm to another.  The 
slurry pits are under the sheds and 
there are slats, which are made of 
rubber. When you’re taking the 
slurry and you’re taking it out 
of the tanks it could be open 
and you could fall in it. You 
use it in February or March. You put 
it on the grass to make it grow for the 
summer. 

A bull could be up to a tonne in weight. It depends how much 
they’re fed. We’ve got five bulls. You put the bull out with the cows on 
the first of May.The biggest tractors have 600 horsepower but 

they’re not in Ireland. The biggest ones in Ireland are 
400 horsepower. The best thing is there’s something 
to do every day. 
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Fionn Mullan, Senior Infants, Co. Meath

My neighbour was in the TRaCTOR and he nearly drove into a 
wall. We’re allowed to go everywhere but not in with the cows. 

Our jobs are: to clean out the sheds – cleaning all the 
poo out. I scrape it out with a fork – not a fork that you 
eat with. I feed all the horses – with hay – and I bed them. You put 
soft hay in and they can sleep in it.  We have seven or eight horses – and 
three foals. 

we just have COws on our farm. We have 100 cows – all 
sucklers. They’re about 5 foot high. The PTO shaft is danger-
ous. It spins around. There’s a thing on the tractor that you 
connect to it and there’s a thing on the attachment and it’s con-
nected and the thing on the tractor spins around and the PTO 
shaft spins around. If it doesn’t have its cover on and you touch 
it you can lose a body part. It wraps it around it and it comes off. 
My little brother’s teacher’s father lost his hand 
because of a PTO shaft. The cover is plastic. 

Fertiliser is dangerous because if you put it in your mouth you 
could burn your mouth. My dad told me. I was going to eat it one 
time when I was younger, but I didn’t swallow it.

Donkeys like bread. One time I was beside a field and there were 
donkeys, and ducks and chickens. I went to feed bread to the ducks 
but the donkey got hold of it and he wouldn’t let go. One time our 
bull’s neck got so fat, he couldn’t fit his head through the barrier 
to eat the silage, so we had to put the silage in the field with him. 

Brady Maguire, 3rd Class, Co. Cavan
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Ava Mullan, Junior Infants, Co. Meath

Our farm has COws and horses. If you stand 
behind a tractor and you didn’t see another car 
coming it could reverse back and kill you. You 
have to stand to the correct side that 
the tractor is not on. My dad and my 
granddad drive the tractor. Fionn kicked the 
ball in the field with the cows and he asked dad 
to go in and get it. Fionn cleans out the sheds – 
he cleans the horse poo and he gives them hay. 
I just go down to feed the horses. We’re not al-
lowed to feed the foals because they snap but we 
can feed the mammies because they don’t snap.

Meadhbh Brennan, 4th Class, Co. Meath

I was with one of my sisters and her welly got stuck in the 
cow poo and she was holding on to me and I said, let me go, or I’ll 
fall in and she pushed me in and I fell face forward into the poo! 
At my granny’s house, she has 3 ponies. When you’re moving the 
cows, you need a stick to push them out of the way with. 

The rollers are for flattening ground and stuff. They’re quite 
big and they’re made of steel. They can be different sizes. 
We’ve got a horse feeder – it’s a big circle made of metal and you 
put the feed into it. But it always has poo on the outside of it. I’ve 
cleaned it a couple of times but it stinks.

18



Conor McEnaney, 2nd Class, Co. Monaghan

My dad has a DaIRy FaRM. The best tractor wheels are Firestone or Goodyear. The 
tractor tyre could be 6 foot high. And the wee ones are around 4 foot. And the quad ones 
are 2 foot. The silage is cut around this time of year. You can get second cuts if the weather 
is good. 

The pig slurry is stronger than cows. The slurry pit is always closed. You can slurry up until 
the end of October and after that you’re not allowed because the ground’s too wet. I help out 
with bringing the cows – we bring them in once and we bring them out once- to be milked. 
And I help with milking – washing the buckets and bringing the milk to the calves. Horn-
ing the cows: you have to get the thing with a hole on it and you plug it in to get hot. And 
you cut the hair so you know where the horn is and you have to tag the cow as soon as it’s 
horned. And you have to fill in forms and there’s a new thing where you have to send off 
their blood to the creamery. They don’t always want you to spread fertiliser 
because it could go into the water. It’s very powerful stuff. It makes the 
grass grow. 

I’ve been to Newgrange. It’s a publIC 
FaRM. There was a lot of animals like 
hens, horses, cows and pigs and we went on 
a trailer and we sat in bales but it was all 
secure. We were not allowed to open the 
gates if it said. I liked looking at the ani-
mals and feeding them as well. I felt safe on 
the farm. 

Abby Eogan, 4th Class, Co. Meath
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Gavin Nolan Hackett, 5th Class, Co. Meath

I’ve been on a farm on a school tour. There were hens, and there was 
a goat and it bit me on the finger. And there was a horse and there were 
cows in the field. They said, don’t go behind a cow and a horse because 
they can kick you. And they said don’t open up the gates because 
the animals can go and hurt people. And there were donkeys. 
We were allowed to feed the sheep with a bottle. There was a hole in the 
hedge and the sheep were getting out. And I saw a couple of scarecrows. 
And a dog to round up the sheep. Sometimes there’s no gates on the barn 
and that’s how the foxes get into the hens. 

Emily Mangan, 4th Class, Co. Dublin

we’re allowed to play in the woods and in the baCk 
yaRD. We had a tiny lamb called Brian but she was a girl.     
I help out sometimes getting sheep out and shearing them – I 
put them in the pen for Dad. We sheared them last week. It’s 
confusing because there’s so much going on. My brother sepa-
rates the ewes and the lambs with a lever. He’s only 7. The ewes 
go up a shoot to be sheared and the lambs go somewhere else. I 
have to get out of the way if Dad’s driving the loader. He tells me 
just to be careful. I can tell when he’s driving the loader because 
I can hear him and see him. It’s like a really, really, really, really 
big forklift. It goes to one side. And the engine is at the back. 
There’s only one seat in our tractor. We’re only a bit taller than 
the wheels on the loader. On the quad you’re supposed 
to wear goggles, a helmet, boots and gloves – it 
says on the side of it. The silage bales are stacked on the far side 
of the sheep shed but we don’t mess with them at all. I tried to 
push a hay bale once and I ran up against it, but I just fell over. 

I’ve been to Sanmore farm. It was good be-
cause we were allowed to feed the bulls. 
I saw ducks, donkeys. I got to see puppies and 
rabbits.

Amy Rhatigan, Senior Infants, Co. Monaghan
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I am from ROManIa originally and I’ve been living in Ire-
land for four years. When I was in Romania I went to the farm 
every weekend to my granny and granddad. They had sheep, cows, 
pigs and horses. Even here in Ireland, I go to the farm a lot. I like 
playing with animals. My dad’s friend owns a farm. He has a little 
bit of everything. I’m afraid of the bulls. I went once to a farm and I 
saw a bull. I was on a trip with my friends. 

Georgiana Ciornei, 4th Class, Co. Meath

My granddad has a farm, it’s only about 10 
minutes from where I live. He only has  bOy 
COws because he doesn’t want to be milk-
ing. My granddad says the combine is really 
big and the driver might not be able to 
see if there’s a child there. You’d have 
to move very quickly, because if a combine got 
very close to you, it could be very fast some-
times. And it’s very noisy. The combine is big. 

It’s only safe to play when there is someone in 
the field with us. My granddad needs the hay 
in the winter to feed the cows with. My grand-
dad’s slurry pit would be safe because he’s got 
it all boarded up where the pipe goes through. 

If the roller wasn’t attached, you could prob-
ably push it. If you rolled it down a really steep 
hill you wouldn’t be able to stop it.

Shauna Murphy, 2nd Class, Co. Meath

My granddad has a farm. He has a TRaCTOR. The wheels are 
huge. They’re taller than me. The step up onto the tractor is quite high. 
They have a big shed for the bales. We tried to push a bale once and it 
took five of us to push it.

Emma Doyle, 4th Class, Co. Dublin
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My dad fell in a  sluRRy pIT once but 
he got back out. My dad is from a farm origi-
nally. His friend got chased by a bull once. We 
found out that a bull weighs 192 stone. 
I think it’s about a hundred times 
heavier than me. 

Hay bales are dangerous. My friend’s horse 
nearly kicked her in the head, because the 
horse was very big and we were giving more 
food to the baby one. It’s very mucky on the 
farm.

stay away from bulls because they could 
charge at you. They are so strong.  A bull is 
really, really, really heavy. 

Their horns could stick into you. It would be 
sore. It would be really sore. You could die. You 
could fall on your back and break your spine. 
I’d like to know how strong a bull is. I think a 
bull could pull a car.

wearing wellIes is important so you 
don’t step in cow poo or anything. Also if you 
had brand new shoes they might get ruined. 
I’m allowed to ride a pony. I rode on a horse 
in a festival. If you went in to give the cows the 
hay don’t forget to close the gate again. 

keep safe with hay bales. Don’t play 
on them. If they are stacked really high they 
could fall on you. 

EAST
Ruby Nixon, Junior Infants, Co. Kildare

Lily Raben, 2nd Class, Co. Kildare
Toby McMorland, Senior Infants, Co. Kildare Faye Megarity, 2nd Class, Co. Wicklow
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Do not go near machinery because it could 
cut your head open, like combines and tractors and 
sprayers. The sprayer is a square with things sticking out. 
A person couldn’t lift a bull. Only a giant could. The hay 
bales can roll. 

We have a stables. We still have a hORse that we have 
to name. I’m not allowed to ride on the horses 
because I’m only five and a half. They’re sort of 
dangerous. When you’re behind them they’re very dan-
gerous but when you’re in front of them they’re not very 
dangerous. But they can bite. Don’t go near the poison.

be careful around the slurry pits. The smell can let off deadly 
gases and if you fell in it would be hard enough to get out and you might drown. If 
you’re on a farm and you want to go and see a dangerous animal make sure you go 
with someone who knows the animal. I really doubt I could outrun a bull. I think a 
bull could pull a tonne.

Most farms are in the  COunTRysIDe  and there won’t be many cars around 
so it would be nice and quiet. I’d like to live somewhere quiet. You’d be 
able to focus on things better because there’d be no noise to dis-
tract you. I live right beside the road. At night when you have to go to sleep there’s 
a lot of cars going past. If you play football on the farm and the ball goes into a 
dangerous place, don’t go after it. If there’s an adult you might be able to get it back, 
but don’t go after it. William Smith, Junior Infants, Co. Wicklow Nathan White, 3rd Class, Co. Kildare
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I went to a farm as part of a school tour. There 
were lots of animals and TRaCTORs. 
The farmer was teaching us how to hold a lamb 
and how to know when the baby is ready to be 
born. The farmer told us to hold the lamb up 
by the front legs instead of cradled in our arms, 
because it’s more comfortable for them. 

There should be signs on the farm to 
tell you what to do. Like a sign for the 
chemical stuff. And a sign on the electric gate. 

I was on a farm as part of a school tour. There 
was ChICks, calves, lambs – all the baby 
animals. Don’t go near hay bales. If you slide 
down them you could fall in. In our school 
we did an experiment to see how long it takes 
for an egg to hatch. It took 21 days. If it went 
over 27 days, you had to keep an eye on it. Our 
egg didn’t have a chick in it. Don’t go into the 
warehouse where they keep the poison and 
the fertiliser for the plants. There should be 
signs like ‘keep the gate shut’. Some-
times people say that the electric fence is on 
but it’s actually off. But it puts people off. 

we went on a farm for our school tour. There 
were kITTens and sheep and pigs. I gave 
the sheep some milk and he pulled it back and 
I pulled it again and he pulled it back. My class-
mate was holding a chick and it peed on him! I 
think it would be fun to live on a farm because 
it would be very busy. The farmer is feeding 
all the animals. He has to wash them. Don’t 
litter on farms. The wind might blow it 
onto the window of a tractor and the farmer 
wouldn’t be able to see.

Erica Mae Bacani, 1st Class, Co. Dublin
Kerri McCann, 6th Class, Co. Dublin

Milena Modesto, 6th Class, Co. Kildare 24



The bull is chasing the girl. She’s wear-
ing the colour red. The bull saw the red and 
ran. Now she’s running away. If she fell the 
bull could trample her and she could die. The 
bull runs really fast and he’s very 
angry. He has strong legs. The bull has come 
through the open gate. The girl opened the gate 
but she didn’t see the bull. She was wearing a 
red pullover and she took it off and changed to 
purple when she saw the bull running towards 
her. The farmer should close the gate so the 
bull can’t chase after people. Always close 
the gate.

My cousins live on a farm. It’s near a freeway. 
They have a lot of animals and they also have 
a pet shop beside the farm. You can buy fish 
and hamsters and they have a lot of birds. They 
have RaMs and pigs and hogs and owls. 
They have a white one and a brown one and 
they have chinchillas, guinea pigs, mice and 
rats. They feed dead chickens to the owls.

If there’s COws in the fields we try and stay 
away from there and we play around the field – 
not actually in it. Sometimes there are bulls in 
with them. One time my cousins did go in the 
field to make a movie and they were dressed 
in a cow costume. The other cows started run-
ning into groups. There’s a farm right beside 
my school as well. There are always lots of trac-
tors going by. We have to keep all of the gates 
closed. My great granddad fell off a 
hay bale and got the hay fork stuck 
into him. 

Eleanor Stephens, 3rd Class, Co. Wicklow

Ciana Dunne, 4th Class, Co. Kildare

Dean Harris, 5th Class, Co. Dublin
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I live on a cow farm. We have over 320 
COws. We have a horse and chickens and a 
pig as well. Pit silage is when the harvester puts 
it into the trailer and the trailer drives over to 
the farm and tips it and the loader pushes it all 
up. It can stack silage. It’s like a tractor but it 
has no hitch. It only has a handler and a buck-
et. It’s like a digger.  

I’m not allowed to spray slurry with 
my dad on high ground because once 
he flipped the tractor and he was in-
side. The window was broken and he got out 
through the window. Summer is my favourite 
time of year because Daddy’s at silage. 

We do ploughing as well. The plough is like 
blades but they look round. Sometimes we do it 
around the end of summer. If the field is really 
bumpy we plough it in the summer – if there 
are lots of stones. 

My dad’s friend was looking at the PTO and he 
was going to take it off the back of the tractor 
and he stuck his hand in without looking. It 
was still on but he didn’t know. It took his arm 
off and he fell into the slurry pit but his worker 
put him out. 

we have cows and sheep – a mix. It’s good but bad in the same way living on a farm. It’s 
dangerous and there’s a smell. It’s nice being out in the countryside. My favourite thing on the farm 
are the horses. I like feeding them. They’re nice to be around. Spring is calving and summer you’re 
making bales and in winter you put the animals in and feed them nuts as well as the hay you made 
over the summer.  My dad was trying to push a bale and the bale rolled back and 
he broke two of his ribs.  It might have weighed 20 stone, maybe a bit more. My dad was clos-
ing the gate to put a bull in and the bull kicked the gate and the gate came flying and 
hit him. A combine is like a big harvester. It’s for corn. It’s like a wheel thing in the front and it cuts 
the corn and then there’s a shute at the back and it shoots it out into the trailer. 

Ethan O’Connell, 4th Class, Co. Limerick

Kevin O’Connor, 6th Class, Co. Limerick

 S o u t h w e s t
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My farm is in north Kerry. We have a tractor and lots of machin-
ery and cattle. We have fertiliser spreader, a slurry tank, a roller – it 
rolls the ground first and packs the stones deeper, because if there’s 
any stones when you’re doing silage, the harvester could pick it up 
and it could break the harvester. We have 3 tractors. One is Interna-
tional, but we don’t really use that. One is Case International and the 
other one is New Holland. The New Holland is the best one because 
it’s the newest and it’s the easiest to drive. Most tractors don’t have 
seatbelts, but I think you can buy them and install them yourself.  
I would wear the seatbelt if there was one.                       
I don’t have any cows of my own, but I buy the calf and sell it. I go to the 

MaRT and sell it. You go to the auctioneer and he’ll sell it for you. 
And if the money’s too low for the farmer, the farmer might tell him to 
go again and he might get more money for it. I also like the silage and the 
bales. The loading shovel is the thing that stacks the silage. But it doesn’t 
have anything to do with the tractor. And it doesn’t sink on the pit.  
It doesn’t go down through the silage because it has thick wheels. Part 
of working on the farm is fixing machinery. I’ll probably be 
a farmer when I grow up, because I like farming. Most of my friends are 
farmers as well. My brother’s going to be 14 and he works on the farm 
as well. 

My granddad has a farm. He has COws and sheep. 
They don’t let us climb up on the bales and there’s plen-
ty of fences all around the fields and you can’t go onto 
the farm without permission. My dad works in safety. 
When you spray water up, you have to be careful that it 
doesn’t go on overhead wires otherwise you’d get elec-
trocuted. Me and my friend found this thing about two 
people being killed on quad bikes that went out of con-
trol. One of them went into an ESB pole.

My friend’s brother was shooing away the cattle and he 
saw a broken fence and he was trying to shoo back the 
animals and he wasn’t looking where he was going and a 
post came down and it chopped off the top of his finger. 
And he was a good way back so he had to walk all the 
way home and it was bleeding.

Tadhg Griffin, 4th Class, Co. Kerry

Benjamin O’Dwyer, 6th Class, Co. Limerick
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There’s only COws on our farm. Dad sold a few cows 
for me and Jack’s Communion. We have about 20 cows. My 
dad does be baling fields and stuff and giving the cows food 
to eat and he has a job in Limerick as well. We’d be moving 
cows into the field and I have to stand in the road to make 
sure that they don’t go down the road. And I help my dad 
to feed the cows. If we were putting stuff in the slurry pit I 
wouldn’t go on the tractor. 

In the summer you’d be baling and cutting silage. In the 
winter he has to put the cows in the shed. My two cousins 
have a quad but I don’t go on it. You should wear a 
helmet. 

I live on a sheep farm – we have 1200 sheep. It’s fun living on the farm. The 
best thing is silage in the summer because you get to draw the bales. We have a 
plough and a hay bob – it turns the hay. It has two wheels that turn around. The 
PTO connects onto it and makes it spin. It turns all the silage over and makes it 
into hay. 

One of my nanny and granddads live on a farm with only COws. I go there 
every weekday after school. In summertime I play with my little cousin Jane 
when she comes over. My dad owns a bull. I don’t open the gates. It’s mostly in 
Nanna and granddad’s farm but I don’t see it very much. Farmers work hard. 
It’s a busy time when calves are born. On Saint Patrick’s night my dad 
had to go out because a calf was born. I love the farm. 

Cathal McElligot, 2nd Class, Co. Kerry

John Ryan, 2nd Class, Co. Tipperary

Eimear McCarthy, Senior Infants, Co. Cork
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I live near a farm. My friend’s dad fell into a 
slurry pit. He was showing her some of the 
farm – bits she had never been to before and 
he fell into the pit, but they managed to get 
him out and he survived. 

My friend’s aunt got rolled over by a tractor 
but she survived. I don’t know how she man-
aged it.

I live near a farm. My friend’s dad fell into a 
sluRRy pIT. He was showing her some 
of the farm – bits she had never been to before 
and he fell into the pit, but they managed to get 
him out and he survived. 

My friend’s aunt got rolled over by a tractor 
but she survived. I don’t know how she man-
aged it.

Jessica Griffin, 5th Class, Co. Cork

I live next to a farm. It’s my uncle’s. I like 
farming. He has nearly everything on his 
farm. I have to mind in case the cows stand 
on my toe. He has hens and ducks. He has a 
bull. It’s usually in the shed. He has horns. 
My friend’s dad has a quad and he fell off it 
and he broke his leg becaused          

Corie Lynch, Senior Infants, Co. Limerick 

I live next to a farm. It’s my uncle’s. I like farm-
ing. He has nearly everything on his farm. I 
have to mind in case the cows stand on my toe. 
He has hens and DuCks. He has a bull. It’s 
usually in the shed. He has horns. My friend’s 
dad has a quad and he fell off it and he broke 
his leg because the quad fell on him.

My godfather lives on a farm. We go there 
on a Sunday and we like doing all the farm-
ing and bringing the cows in and when we 
milk the cows with my godfather, he would 
get the rations – they’re like little green nuts 
except a bit softer. I really like farming. I 
would like to be a farmer. 

Be careful of cows. And you have to be care-
ful of tractors when they’re moving and they 
could run over you. My dad’s friend rides a 
quad. He goes really, really fast. He doesn’t 
wear a helmet, because mostly he’s on the 
mountains. The reason why the quad’s 
wheels are so tough is because the stony.. 

Gráinne McCarthy, 2nd Class, Co. Cork

My godfather lives on a farm. We go there on 
a Sunday and we like doing all the farming and 
bringing the cows in and when we MIlk 
the cows with my godfather, he would get the 
rations – they’re like little green nuts except a 
bit softer. I really like farming. I would like to 
be a farmer. 

Be careful of cows. And you have to be careful 
of tractors when they’re moving and they could 
run over you. My dad’s friend rides a quad. He 
goes really, really fast. He doesn’t wear a 
helmet, because mostly he’s on the moun-
tains. The reason why the quad’s wheels are so 
tough is because the ground is really stony. 

I live on a farm and a campsite together. We 
have a lot of animals. We have 2 puppies, 2 
dogs, 1 hen, 1 kitten, 2 cat, 1 cockerel, 3 hens, 
2 donkeys. We have composting showers 
and they’re really warm. When horses are 
sleeping they stand up. We have three fields, 
but one field is full of horses. My dad is mak-
ing hay at the                 

Aisling Heapes, Senior Infants, Co. Clare

I live on a farm and a campsite together. We 
have a lot of animals. We have 2 puppies, 2 
dogs, 1 hen, 1 kitten, 2 cats, 1 cockerel, 3 hens, 
2 DOnkeys. We have composting show-
ers and they’re really warm. When horses are 
sleeping they stand up. We have three fields, 
but one field is full of horses. My dad is mak-
ing hay at the moment. 

I live next to a farm. We go down to see all 
the lambs. I’m not allowed to go in the fields, 
but I can ask if I want to. You should stay 
with whoever is working on the fa

I live next to a farm. We go down to see all the 
laMbs. I’m not allowed to go in the fields, 
but I can ask if I want to. You should stay with 
whoever is working on the farm. 

  Lily Ashe, Senior Infants, Co. Kerry 
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I live on a farm. We have a DaIRy heRD. 
We have about 50 or 60 cows. On a dairy farm 
you have to milk cows but on a beef farm you 
don’t. A silage wagon is kind of the same as a 
combine – it’s kind of like a trailer but it has 
cogs in the front of it and it picks up the silage. 
If you got in front of it, it would draw you in. It’s 
the same as the agitator, the cogs turn very fast. 
Don’t stand in front of it and wave. You have to 
stand to the side of it. 

An open slurry pit is dangerous. Sometimes 
there’s not a scraper to scrape all the slurry down, 
there’s a thing in the shed. I have an open slurry 

pit and a slatted one. The open one is kind of 
dangerous because there’s no wire round it. 

My cousin was running and he didn’t re-
alise it was there. He fell and there was 

a bit of grass on it. Sometimes there’s 
grass all over it. He was lucky. 

My sister was looking for the calf and she fell into it as well. 
The gas comes off the slurry. When you’re spreading the 
slurry and the tank is empty you have to let all the gas out, or 
else the tank can blow up and the tractor can go with it. You 
should close the window and the top window when you’re 
letting the gas out because it can go all everywhere.

The best thing is testing cattle. You have to test them because 
badgers carry TB and they can pass it on to the cows. And if 
the cows have TB they can pass it on to a whole family. So 
you have to test the whole herd. They test them into the neck 
and the man goes away and he comes back 3 days later and if 
the lump is still there in the neck, then you know they’ve got 
TB. I kind of like those things and dosing them as well. My 
granddad has to open the cow’s mouth and I have to squirt 
the stuff into them. If I come home from school and there’s 
nobody else to do it, I do it with him. 

Danny Fitzgerald, 2nd Class, Co. Cork
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I live on a COw FaRM – we have one hundred cows. On my farm 
we feed the cows and the donkeys and the lambs. We have a tractor on 
our farm and a digger. We have a hay bob and another tractor.

My uncle lives on a cow farm but I don’t know how many cows he has. 
I go to my uncle’s farm every Saturday. We usually have 7 UP and buns 
and then we go onto the farm and we go down to the barn where all the 
Calves are and we play some games. Like 40/40 and hide and seek. 
Down there it’s quite safe because all the tractors and cows are in the big 
machinery farm place. My uncle has two tractors and he has a loader on 
one of them and the other one’s normal. The best bit is when we go down 
to feed the calves. Most of them come up really close to you and you get 
to rub them because they smell the nuts in the bucket. 

We have a farm in County Cork. We have chickens and cattle and   
MaChIneRy but we don’t really use the machinery. Just for put-
ting bales and all that. Our tractor is a Massey Ferguson. If there was a 
seatbelt, it would be like the car, you’d kind of get used to it. I like when 
the cattle start calving especially when my cow calves. I got her with my 
communion money. I’ve had her about two years. If the calf is a bull you 
definitely would sell it on but if it’s a heifer you might keep it if it’s nice. 

I think I’ll be a farmer. I don’t bring my friends to the farm in winter 
because it’s more dangerous. All the animals are in and around the farm. 
If you left a gate open and the cattle got out, you’d be in trouble straight 
away. Now is the best time, when all the animals are out. My dad works 
hard, because he’s helping someone at the moment and he has to go to 
Kerry every day. My Mum does the chickens. 

My uncle has a farm and my dad was raised on a farm. They have cattle 
and they do the planting as well. My cousin fell into the sluRRy 
pIT because they were at my uncle’s barn and my aunt saw him and 
she managed to pull him out. He was very lucky that she saw him. If she 
hadn’t seen him falling in, he would have died. You’re not meant to wear 
loose clothes next to machinery like ploughs because it would pull your 
clothes and pull your whole body in. 

Samantha Streit, Senior Infants, Co. Cork

Donal Reilly, 2nd Class, Co. Galway

Pádraic O’Sullivan, 4th Class, Co. Cork

Olivia Shortall, 6th Class, Co. Cork

My grandparents have a farm. It’s a dairy farm. It has a  slaTTeD 
unIT. One time my friend’s granddad, he was taking the bull to the 
next field he had a rope around his thumb and the bull charged and his 
thumb came off. 

Róisín Ní Riordáin, 4th Class, West Cork
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The girl in the TRaCTOR is going into 
the pole and she hasn’t noticed that she’s run-
ning into the pole because she was putting on 
her lipstick. The other girl is saying stop! I’ve 
seen the front loader on my friend’s farm. If 
the loader hit the wires, the girl in the tractor 
might get electrocuted. The front loader might 
knock down the other poles and wires. 

we went to Secret Valley Farm for my 
friend’s party. It has loads of animals. It has 
seals and goats. They have little toy trac-
tors that you can ride on. And they have a big 
shaggy dog. You’re not to climb on the bales. 
You can slip in between them. 

I went to the farm three times. I saw a cow, 
lambs, a DeeR, goats, a pony, three pigs, 
geese, a duck, hens, hamsters, guinea pigs and 
I got to hold a chicken and a baby chicken. 
And I got to hold a tortoise. I saw a bull. He was 
happy. He wasn’t even angry at me. The farmer 
let me ride on the bull. I was holding onto his 
horns. The farmer took me off. He was way tall-
er than me. Taller than my horse. A bull might 
kick you if he’s angry.Chafia Flynn, Senior Infants, Co. Wexford

Holly Hughes, 2nd Class, Co. Kilkenny

Mante Sladkeviciúte, Senior Infants, Co. Carlow

S o u t h e a s t
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My cousins have a farm but we weren’t allowed to play on it because it 
was dangerous. Some cows are wIlD and they’re dangerous. If you go 
near a bull when he’s eating he gets very, very angry. My brother loves 
tractors and he’s very small and he watches Bob the Builder and there’s 
one of those on that. My uncle used to have a John Deere tractor but it 
wasn’t working for him properly so he got a Claas.

I have friends and I’ve been to their farms and their dads tell me what 
not to do. One of my friends she has laMbs and chickens and her 
dad was showing us how to feed them and if you leave the gate open on 
the barn, they could all get out. My granddad had a friend and he said 
he was in a field with a bull and the bull ran into him and he got crushed 
against a gate and I think he got killed. We were playing on the hay bales 
and there were two stacked up on each other and my friend’s foot got 
stuck and I had to pull her up. She got back up – it was okay.

My friend’s farm was kind of an old farm. They had loads of          
hORses in the stables. It was a horse farm. We just went around the 
stables. My friend showed us around. 

Béibhinn Delaney, Senior Infants, Co. Waterford

Séan Hayes, 3rd Class, Co. Waterford

Caoimhe Perdue, 6th Class, Co. Tipperary

S o u t h e a s t
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The process of making the bales is dangerous.  
If the baleR gets jammed by a stone or a clump of grass, 
most people put their hand in to unblock it. My uncle said 
that a lad in Cork he knew went down to unblock the harvest-
er and put his hand in when it was left running and his arm 
came off. There’s a handle on the side of the PTO and a loose 
thread on his jumper got caught on the PTO and 
he lost his whole arm. And he still hasn’t got a 
guard on the PTO shaft! Sometimes in the machinery 
factory – that’s where the mistakes are. Like say if the cog-
for an engine belt was put on wrong or loosely or something, 
then the belt is going round, it would slip off the cog and that 
could jam the whole thing. 

A lad from Carlow – he’s a contractor – he was putting on 
the belt onto the sprayer and he just tapped it over and he’d 
done it many a time before and just this one time his finger 
got caught between the belt and the cog and he was waiting 
for his finger to be cut off – he was shouting. There was a lad 
across the yard. He was shouting over at him. He couldn’t be 
heard because of the revs of the tractor. 

When you’re agitating the slurry there should 
always be two people there or even more. The dog 
fell in and the dog was sinking, he slipped, fell down into the 
slurry. The son came to help the father. The gas is what killed 
him. Then the other son came and the gas killed him. And 
the daughter came and he told her to stay away and she did 
and she survived.

My friend was telling me that he fell out of a TRaCTOR. He 
was getting out of the tractor and he just fell. There was only two 
steps on the tractor but it was high. I think he had to go to hospital. 
There could be rats in hay bales. There could be a lot of germs from 
the rats. If you found a dead animal, you shouldn’t touch it because 
it might have germs on it. It might have gotten sick. Farmers are 
up early cutting silage. My friend Cormac, he’s only starting silage 
on Monday. He’s the fella that fell out of the tractor. He talks about 
baling and silage and harvesting. He makes it sound like it’s hard 
work. But I think he likes living on a farm.

Kieran Condren, 5th Class, Co. Wicklow

Oscar Brunnock, 1st Class, Co. Waterford

34



      

we’re contractors – we do work for every kind of person. 
We have Dung spReaDeRs, loaders, we have every 
kind of machinery. We don’t have a sower. The slurry is the 
most dangerous thing – spreading slurry is the worst or bales. 

When you’re baling a stone could fly up and into 
the tractor and could hit you on the back of the head and 
kill you. The gas of the slurry would kill you if you 
walk into the slatted house. Before you agitate you have 
to get out, open up all the doors, and agitate the 
slurry. If you have butter and you want to make it all soft, 
like a mixer, it’s like that. 

When you’re baling. If there was a big stone in the swarthe, 
the machine wouldn’t see the stone, because it’s all covered in 
silage. You’d hear a noise, it’s like clclclclclclclcl… And 
when you hear that noise you have to stop, turn everything 
off, get out and get away. You’re supposed to leave it for 3-5 
minutes.

A little belt could be loose or could trip or grease could have 
got in the belt. If the belt slipped, the machine would cog up 
and if the belt is slipping around… If you put the belt back on, 
the PTO starts up again, and the stone could be coming along.  

You’re most likely to die with a PTO when you’re using an 
agitator because there’s a bar you have to turn to mix all the 
slurry because you’re right next to the PTO. If the bar was 
away from the PTO it would be much safer. You’d 
put your hand in to loosen the belt and the blade’s going 
round. And schwuck! it could take your hand off.

Spray in a coke bottle – sometimes you have to get the right 
amount. Say you need 500 mil, you could fill it up and some-
one else could come along and drink. Some sprays do look 
like coke, like spray for docks and rushes, that’s the same as 
coke, it’s blackish / brownish. It doesn’t really have a smell 
but if you mix it with water it makes a horrible smell.

Jack Mullally, 4th Class, Co. Kilkenny
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we have 4 horses and one foal, a DOnkey having a foal, three 
dogs. We had two pigs and nine chickens, but the dogs killed them. One 
of the chickens got run over by a lorry. I ride the horses. In the win-
ter they’re hard to look after, especially when there’s no hay. You have 
to buy the haylage and the food. Most of our haylage – we had bales 
up but we had to sell it really cheap because the grass was so wet. I was 
feeding my pony a pear and the dog came up and tried to grab the pear 
and the pony got a fright and she nearly kicked him in the head. You 
have to think and not just do something. You have to think before you 
act. When you’re riding you have to wear a helmet and I do be jumping 
sometimes. It’s kind of dangerous. I fell off a few times and broke my 
wrist once. We had pigs but we ate them!

My granddad has a farm – a cow farm. And my childminder used to 
have a farm, which was a cow farm as well. My granddad has an OlD 
TRaCTOR and there’s no floor on it but it still works. He has loads 
of new kinds of tractors. John Deeres and stuff. They have proper doors 
and stuff. I’m not allowed on those ones. 

My friend’s daddy was taking the bales off the trailer and they fell on his 
legs and he broke his two legs. He had to go in a wheelchair. One of my 
uncles, he was playing on the bales with his sisters and the bales came 
down. Farmers get up really early and they go to bed really late. In the 
morning they have to milk the cows and in the evening they have to 
milk them again. 

On some farms they kind of produce their own foods and things, 
like cheese and cream and butter and dairy and they’d have a veg-
etable garden as well and they’d have all their potatoes and they’d 
have an ORChaRD with pear and apple trees and they might 
have strawberries. And they’d sell their pigs and bulls and sell 
them on to factories. And they’d be killed and that’s how we eat 
our ham. 

That’s how farmers make money. They sell products and they sell 
jam and things like that. My uncle has an orchard and vegetable 
garden. The orchard is always full of nettles. Usually you might 
have a well or a spring nearby. Lots of farmhouses are usually old 
because they’re passed down through the same family. And you’d 
always have farm dogs. 

There’s a well in one of my uncle’s fields. But they also have a 
thing, which collects rainwater, it’s a big stone thing and it has a 
tap in it as well. 

You’re not the only one in danger. There’s a tree that has this pow-
dery stuff and it’s not good for the animals – it can give them a re-
action. You can’t just leave the animals. And if a cow was in a field 
and you frightened it, and it ran around, it could affect their milk. 
You have to look after the animals. They could be in danger too.

Emma Ryan, 4th Class, Co. Carlow

Niamh Ryan, 6th Class, Co. Tipperary

Tara McDonald, 2nd Class, Co. Wicklow
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we have a small farm and we raise Calves on it. We have 14 
calves. We got them off my cousin Jim. My farm is beside my granny’s 
house. Granny runs the farm. We all help. I have two calves of my own. 
Lucy and Jimmy. I’ve had them since January / February time. We’ll sell 
them when we want to. I won’t be sad because I get more.  We don’t have 
cows that calve. We buy the calves and sell them on again when they’re 
bigger. 

We help granny feed them. I help her clean out the hay barn, and hunt 
them from field to field. It’s not easy. Because they always go where you 
don’t want them to go, they break out. 

We ate our sheep! I appreciate what comes to my plate a lot more be-
cause I know the work that goes into it. When I’m older I want to be a vet.

Sophie Ryan, 6th Class, Co. Tipperary
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The story of 
"Only a giant can lift a bull”
“In this book it features the dangers and how we can be safe on farms. 9,500 
children entered a national competition and 86 were selected to take part in 
the making of this book.”  Toby & Lily, Dublin West

The project began with a national competition in which all schools were 
invited to submit stories, original artwork and safety messages from 
children all across the country. Over 9,500 children made an entry. From 
these entries, 86 children were selected as winners; their prize: to partici-
pate in a unique once-off workshop with Kids’ Own Publishing Partner-
ship in which, through a creative process with an artist and a writer, they 
would make their own book. In June 2013, Kids’ Own artists Sharon Kelly 
and Orla Kenny, and writer Jo Holmwood, toured to six education centres 
across the country, where the workshops with the competition winners 
took place. The host education centres were: Athlone, Sligo, Navan, Dublin 
West, Tralee and Kilkenny. The children used collage, drawing and projec-
tion to create their artwork and developed their text for the book through 
conversations with the writer. Everyone worked together at the end of the 
workshop to create the page layouts that you see in this book. The winning 
entries that the children submitted can be seen here:           
http://www.flickr.com/photos/39766092@N07/sets/72157636936099814/ 

“Only a Giant Can Lift a Bull” is the result of all the children’s work – a 
fantastic collection of their artwork, real-life stories, experiences, farm 
anecdotes, and of course, their safety messages. Here, all 86 children have 
a story to tell, which speaks to people all over Ireland about the crucial role 
that farms play in our society, but also about the need to be responsible for 
our children and families in these beautiful but dangerous work places.  

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership • Carrigeens • Ballinful • Sligo • Tel: +353 (0) 71 91 24 945 • E: info@kidsown.ie • http://kidsown.ie

“In gathering the written material for this book, I had lots of 
conversations with the children about their experiences of living 
on and visiting farms. Many children had stories to tell about 
incidents that had happened on farms. Others recalled happy 
memories of visiting farms or recounted tales they had heard 
from other family members. Ireland has a strong and proud 
farming tradition and the pastoral and bucolic nature of our na-
tion is strongly reflected in the children’s writing. In addition to 
their fond descriptions of their home pastures and farms, many 
children demonstrated very in-depth and technical knowledge 
about farm life, which reflects both the high level of responsibil-
ity that children have on farms as well as their exposure to many 
every day dangers.”

Writer, Jo Holmwood 

Health and Safety Authority • www.hsa.ie/education • Tel: 1890 289 389  
For free in-classroom online courses check out www.hsalearning.ie

Scan the code with your mobile 
phone to see images of us making 
this book!
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Only  a  Giant 
Can  Lift  A  Bull

This book is an excellent farm safety resource for children, parents, and teachers. 
The input from children gives a unique insight into hazards on a farm, through 
the eyes of a child, as it provides a treasure chest of stories and pictures about stay-
ing safe on a farm. 

We came with all our ideas from home. This book is all 
about hazards and how to stay clear of them. 

Remember to stay safe on farms!

Helen Carroll,  RTE Presenter, Ear to the Ground

In this book we show you how to be safe on the farm and have fun.  Have fun reading this 
amazing book!

 Tara, Oscar & Holly - Kilkenny

Kieran - Kilkenny


