Advice on Completing
Chemical Risk Assessments - 1

An tUdarss Sliinte agus Sabhailteachta

Health and Safety Authority

Please note that this sample document is for information purposes only. Your own risk assessment form
may be in a different format. Advice comments will appear when you hover over the ‘comment icon'. Q

Dusts

Scope

Presence of Dusts

Hazards Identified

Inhalation of Dust
Impaired vision due to dust clouds leading to accidents
Dirt and nuisance to neighbour

Dermatitis

Persons at Risk

Operatives working in dusty environments
Operatives in vicinity
Members of Public

Visitors

Assessment of Risk

Without Controls

With Controls

MEDIUM

LOW

Control Measures

The generation of dusts will be kept to a minimum

A regular cleaning regime will be put in place where necessary
Dusts will be "damped down" for sweeping where appropriate
Adequate ventilation will be provided

A suitable mask will be provided where dust levels cannot be fully
controlled

Adequate dust extraction, local or central, will be provided where
necessary

Vacuum cleaners are to be fitted with appropriate filters where
necessary

Particular care will be taken if operatives may be exposed to silica
e.g. sand or grit blasting, cutting, polishing, cleaning or grinding
of construction materials containing crystalline silica. This can
include concrete, mortar, blocks, bricks, sand, granite, sandstone,
asphalt or dusts from construction sand, sandy topsoil's or mineral

deposits é é

Staff should report any symptoms of occupational contact
dermatitis to the person in charge as soon as possible. Details
should be recorded in the accident report book, the source of the
problem located and suitable preventive measures taken.

The nature of the dust needs to be
identified. Some dusts are more
hazardous than others so may

Document what is the health impact
of inhaling dust e.g. exposure to
respirable crystalline silica (RCS)

dust can lead to silicosis/ cancer
and exposure to a more general
dust hazard can lead to respiratory
irritation. It is important to be clear

in the Risk Assessment abolit the

Document the circumstances

of work that create the dusty
environment and source of dust eg.
employees using powered cutting
tools on concrete, sweeping.

Employees generally carry out
specific tasks or activities that
can result in dust exposure if not

In order to determine the level of
risk, information is needed here
on the frequency and duration
and number of people exposed.

If, for example, this risk assessment
covers emblovees beina exnosed
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Different respirators are required

P L e M R

This is too vague. Specify if and

wihAan lanal AvihAn et viantil~atian

The filters must be specified. An
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While additional precautions
are likely to be required when
potentially exposed to silica,

"particular care” is too vague.
Specify what is required.

This seems to refer to prevention of

future exposure. It is not clear what,
if any,medical treatment is provided
to staff after a report.
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