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1. Introduction

The video resource is suitable for post-
primary students (post-junior cycle). The
resource aims to increase students’
awareness of health and safety in
agriculture and promote good practice. The
resource's content will help students
engage in classroom discussions on farm
safety and key hazards on a farm.
Students from a farming background,
visiting a farm, helping on a farm, or
thinking about a career in agriculture will
find this resource useful. This resource
includes an overview of the learning
outcomes, an outline of the video contents,
high-level farm safety data/trends, in-class
exercises, a quiz and curriculum links.



2. Learning
Outcomes

This resource will raise awareness on key hazards

and risks on farms, and the types of measures/controls farmers put in place

to prevent accidents occurring. Students will learn how to:

e stay safe on the farm,

o follow safety rules, and

e play their part in preventing accidents by knowing the hazards present
and acting in a safe and responsible manner.

HSA

An tUdaris Slainte agus Sabhailteachta
Health and Safety Authority



Table 1-
Key messages
from video.

3. Overview of Video Resource

The video resource is available at the following link:
Farm Safety Post Primary Students The video can be
played before the classroom discussion starts.

The Importance of
supervision on the farm

Children never enter a farmyard
- Safe play area for children

How to behave safely

Listening to all instructions from a responsible adult

Only operating machinery when you are adequately trained
Stay away from dangerous areas

Never climb or work at height unless trained

+ Reading and obeying all safety signs on the farm

Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE)

PPE must fit properly and be suitable to the task. Examples of
PPE include:
« Hi-visibility clothing such as vests/reflective gear
- Eye protection such as glasses, goggles, and face shields
+ Foot protection such as steel toe cap boots/wellies
« Respiratory protection such as masks (protect from dust, gases, fumes,
and pesticides)
+ Gloves and fitted overalls (hands and skin protection)
+ Hearing protection such as earmuffs or ear defenders

Dangers present on the farm

- Tractors, Machinery, Quad Bikes, Livestock

How to stay safe
around tractors,
machinery, and quad
bikes

+ Persons under 18 should not operate farm machinery with a complex
control system

+ Children under 14 should not drive or operate tractors or machinery

+ Children over 14 may operate tractors off public roads/areas under
strict supervision only after attending a formal training course run by a
competent training provider

+ Always be aware of blind spots and danger zones

* You must be over the age of 16 and appropriately trained to operate a
Quad bike

+ Since November 2023, all operators must complete appropriate
training. Also, helmet protection must comply with the required
standard and be worn before operating any quad bike

Safety around
animals on the farm

+ Livestock can be dangerous and can attack without warning

« Always follow basic safety rules to avoid accidents and injury

+ Always stay alert to your surroundings

« Always have an escape plan in place, know and understand animal
behaviour
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/fyWVUBL8qNQ?si=zwtG6yM-2rJktodv
https://www.youtube.com/embed/zega9dh0GKg?si=ky9LifzPmUw8Igv7
https://www.youtube.com/embed/8uJ6wU1EKR8?si=5kKKDOpslY_CAk7l
https://www.youtube.com/embed/mcGY9QjfT0Y?si=zFqQCetpO9_s8UWi
https://www.youtube.com/embed/kGIOTJIl4Ow?si=IhVT1lJ5PJ02ayEa
https://www.youtube.com/embed/qkIvan8bKUk?si=kWAkdhZZVgWjOk-B
https://www.youtube.com/embed/4686aPB7F5Q?si=fx_mjeJE7u59dacf

4. Data

To support the classroom discussion, data trends might be referred to. The
following is a summary of key trends pertaining to farm accidents. Please
note that each year the Health and Safety Authority publishes an annual
report of workplace illnesses, accidents, and fatalities. This includes sector
specific information — for example agriculture and other sectors.

For more on this, please see the HSA website.

Farming fatalities 2013-2022 (190)

Other, 9, 5%

Drowning, 12, 6%

Figure 1: Breakdown of How Fatalities Occurred.

Fall, 21, 11%

Vehicle, 86, 45%

vvvvvvv

Heavy Load, 14, 8%

Livestock, 34, 18%

017 years, 21, 11% Figure 2: Total Fatalities by Age Group.

18 - 24 years, 1, 0%

25-34 years, 11, 6%

> 65 years, 89, 47%

55 - 64 years, 37, 19%

Figure 3: Livestock Fatalities

Attacked by cow with calves,
10, 29%

6%

Knocked over by cattle,
9,27%
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5. Classroom
Case Studies

Scenario 1

John, a farmer, was run over and killed as he
tried to mount a runaway tractor. The hand
brake on the tractor failed, causing the tractor
to run away down a slope. The farmer tried to
mount the tractor but fell under the wheels
receiving crush injuries to the head and chest.

Learner to:

¢ identify the hazards that contributed to this
incident.

¢ list the control measures that if applied
could have prevented this incident.

e can you ldentify the unsafe behaviour in

this case study?



Scenario 2

Mary, a farmer, and her local
vet were obtaining a blood
sample from a two-day old calf
in a cowshed. To complete this
task, the farmer, opened the pen
and separated the cow from the
calf by putting the cow into the
central passageway in the cowshed
with feed.

The farmer entered the pen with the vet
and closed the gate behind them.

The vet proceeded to take the sample from
the calf. Instantaneously the cow in the passageway
became agitated and hit the gate with its head many times.
The gate swung inwards and divided the pen in two, leaving the
vet behind the gate and the farmer exposed to an unprovoked animal
attack. The farmer suffered serious abdominal injuries and her
recovery took 6 months.

Learner to:
¢ identify the hazards that contributed to this incident,
¢ list the control measures that if applied could have prevented this
incident, and
e can you identify the unsafe behaviour in this case study?
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There are 12 possible questions to answer.
Questions can be asked at different times
during the class.

How many young people have lost their lives on Irish
farms in the last 10 years?

Answer: 22 (21- under 17, 1- 18 year old).

Can you name one way in which young people can be
injured on the farm?

Answers:

e Falling from the tractor

o Attacked by livestock

e Blind spots around machinery
e Falling from a height

e Improper use of a Quad

What time of year is most hazardous for young people on
farms?

Answer: Summer months.
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Name three ways you can stay safe on the farm?

Answers:

e Listen to instructions

e Pay attention to safety signs on the farm

¢ \When you see something unsafe report it immediately to
responsible adult

Name three types of Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) on the farm?

Answers:

e Boots (foot protection)

e Goggles (eye protection)

e Earmuffs (hearing protection)
o Hi-Vis

Which mandatory farm document identifies hazards,
risks, and control measures on the farm?

Answer: Farm Safety Code of Practice, Risk
Assessment Document.

What is a hazard?

Answer: A hazard is something that can cause you harm.
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To operate farm machinery with complex control
systems, what must you have?

Answers:

e Be over 18 years of age
¢ Received formal training, and
e Be competent to operate the machine

What are the most common causes of tractor
incidents?

Answers:

¢ An untrained driver, loss of control or speeding
e Falls from the tractor

e Being run over

e Being crushed or trapped under the tractor

Write down three measures you can take to protect
yourself around vehicles and machinery?

Answers:

e Wear high visibility clothing

e Never start up any farm vehicle without having first
received training

e Make yourself known to the driver first before
approaching the vehicle

e Wear a seatbelt in the passenger seat
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Can you write down three things you should do when
interacting with livestock?

Answers:

e Stay alert to your surroundings, always have an
escape route in sight

e Know and understand animal behaviour

e Stay out of the pen

What are the most common causes of quad incidents on
farms?

Answers:

e Lack of formal training or experience

e EXxcessive speed

e Over inflation of tyres

e Poor quad maintenance and poor physical mobility

e Carrying a passenger or an unbalanced load

o A steep slope

e QOverturning and route hazards for example rutting of
the ground
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7. Further Information

Please see the following information and guidance which is
available on the HSA website.

e ATV Information Sheet gives advice on the safe use of ATV quad

bikes (6 pages).

Guidance on the Safe Handling of Cattle on Farms.

Guidance on the Safe Handling of Cattle on Farms (Videos).

Safe Handling of Cattle on Farms Information Sheet.

Code of Practice on Children and Young Persons in Agriculture

applies to on-farm work activities and their potential impact on

children and young persons (28 pages).

e The Child Safety on the Farm Information Sheet provides advice for
farm families, parents and children on farms (2 pages).

e Children and Safety on Farms applies to children and young persons
employed in agriculture or just helping on the farm, or those who are
just visiting farms (10 pages) .

e Play Safe, Stay Safe on the Farm is a short leaflet designed to raise
children's awareness about safety on the farm (5 pages).

Survivor Stories

Please also see the following survivor stories — YouTube videos where
real farmers talk about accidents and the effects on their families and
friends.

Peter’s Story Dominic’s Story

Ann’s Story Brendan’s Story

Dangers of Slurry Gas - Just One Breath Will Kiil

Once Upon a Farm..." A Safety Video for Students



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR9WYnbbz0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaSHLxZOHu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOSdYPRUIEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y99Yg1ckqyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGCo5h6D-gA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKzbnKPCPqI
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