
A Roadmap to S.T.O.P. 
Carcinogens at Work

The Air We Work In: Protecting Workers From Respirable 
Carcinogens

28th October 2026 - Romy Marx, Federal Ministry for Labour and Social Affairs, RoC Management



The urgency to act

• >100,000 deaths per year! in the EU due to work-related 
exposure to cancer causing agents (including respirable 
process-generated carcinogens)

• No. 1 cause of work-related mortality
• Long latency (up to decades) and despite all achievements and general knowledge, no 

declining trend

• Our conviction
• Joint and continuous efforts from all actors on the level of legislation, enforcement and 

sectors is needed to secure compliance and tackle this problem on the long run
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Our Story

• 1st phase from 2016-2019 with focus on
• Raising awareness and providing help
• Resulted in the 1st version of the website, 100 best 

practices and 18 Factsheets

• 2nd phase from 2020-2024 with focus on 
• Scalable concrete projects (Challenges) to develop 

and provide tools
• 2nd version of the website with enriched info

• Final phase from 2025-2027 with focus on
• Preparing the legacy and improving compliance with 

the help of maximum visibility 
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What we offer

• Tools for raising awareness 
• ‘CarcCheck’, ‘Factsheets’, ‘S.T.O.P.’

• Collaboration centers 
• ‘Inspectorates’, ‘Control Guidance Sheets’

• Education
• ‘TaskSheet’, ‘Teaching material’, ‘Gamification tool’

• Communication to all target groups in all languages
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Factsheets

• 46 FactSheets on the economically and exposure-wise most 
relevant cancer-causing agents at work.

• Represents the most accessed info on the website.
• Includes info on exposed workforce, health hazards and most 

important S.T.O.P.
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CarcCheck

• Search for your job and we will tell which carcinogen(s) is likely 
to occur and what can be done

• Currently covering approx. 300 jobs in 150 sectors
• Linked to best practices and flagship tool of the website
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Inspectorate cases

• Vj g"r wtr qug
• C"ur ceg"hqt"ncdqwt"kpur gevqtcvgu"cetquu"GW"vq"uj ctg"ecugu""kp"qtf gt"vq"hquvgt"vtcpur ctgpe{."eqnncdqtcvkqp."

ngctpkpi u"cpf "kppqxcvkqp"cpf "vq"uj qy "dwukpguugu"eqo r nkcpeg"ku"ko r qtvcpv"cpf "pwo dgtu"qh"kpur gevkqpu"y knn"
tkug

• Yj q"ku"kpxqnxgf
• UNKE/Ej go gz"eqqtf kpcvqtu"- "xctkqwu"TqE"r ctvpgtu"*CV."DG."KG."FI "GORN+

• Rcuu"kv"qp#"Ur tgcf "vj g"y qtf "( "j gnr "wu"tckug"cy ctgpguu#
• Vcmg"cevkqp#"Wr nqcf "{qwt"ecugu#
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Education and training



Education is Key

• For children/youth
• Interactive game + teaching material for children from 11-14+
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Education is Key

• For active workforce
• Reference to all content within the 

website that serves raising awareness 
and empowers workers to be aware 
about their rights but also duties

• TaskSheets specifically highlighting 
respirable hazard to multiple 
carcinogens (three for the time-being)
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Further content still to come

• Instructions
• Workers have to be instructed before 

performing a task for the 1st time and 
regularly

• The instruction section will provide 
examples for certain tasks and 
carcinogens what it should contain

• As for now, 10 examples are focussing 
on respirable hazards
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Instructions for…

1 Activities involving mineral raw materials that may contain 
asbestos

2 Work at cold fire sites (fire damage restoration) (PAHs)

3 Welding activities

4 Work involving hardwood dust exposure

5 Work involving lead and lead compounds

6 Use of trichloroethylene in der metal degreasing

7 Metal surface treatment in galvanisation with CrVI

8 Use of paints and colour containing oximes for anti-
skinning purposes

9 Work involving exposure to diesel engine exhaust

10 Use of azodyes for non-destructive material testing



Reaching out

• We strive at offering our collected 
knowledge to all employers and 
workers across Europe – independent 
from where they are situated

• 17 language versions proof-read by native speakers 
and published; Hungarian, Greek and Ukrainian are 
in progress

• Remaining languages will also be published using 
machine translation
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Thank you!
On behalf of the Roadmap management from the Netherlands and

Germany. 

Should you have any questions feel free to contact us at 
roadmaponcarcinogens@info.eu
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