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Hazardous Chemicals in small 

businesses



Exposure to 
Asbestos 
Regulations, 
2006 - 2025

Carcinogenic 
Mutagenic & 
Reprotoxic 
Substances 
Regulations, 
2024

Chemical 
Agents 
Regulations 
2001-2021

Chemicals Act 
2008
• COMAH
• REACH 
• CLP 
• Export Import
• Detergents 

Health, Safety 
and Welfare 
at Work Act 
2005 

General 
Application 
Regulations, 
2007 

“Reasonably 
Practicable, 
Extract CA at 
source”“Technically 

Possible”

OH relevant Legislation:

Task Specific  
Chemical Agent Risk 

Assessment
-

Nature, type & 
duration of exposure



Definition of Chemical Agent:
Any chemical substance or mixture used or produced including those 
generated as waste.

Swimming Pool chemicals



What Chemicals do you use/generate in 
your business?

Make a list 
(Chemical Inventory)

You need to know – 



Chemical Inventory

Workplaces must create a list of all chemicals used or generated in the 
workplace



All Chemical Substances must be labelled



Safety Data Sheets

Request SDS’s from 

your Supplier

Identify hazards using 
SDSs and other 
available information



How does exposure occur?



Chemical Agent Risk Assessment Template & 
supporting documents



Exposure Controls



Storage of Chemicals

https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/storage_of_hazardous_chemicals_in_warehouses/


Eg of hazardous Chemicals in Small Businesses





Avoid decanting to 
other containers if so 
clearly label

Keep lids on chemical containers 

Never Mix Cleaning Chemicals

Don’t



Do

Disinfectant/detergent dispenser



HSA Chemical Awareness Course

Train your employees 

on Chemical hazards 

& Safe Use

https://hsalearning.ie/mod/page/view.php?id=24


EPA.ie The Environment & You

Radon in the Workplace

https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/radon/


Asbestos is still here!
• >3000 products used prior to 2004



Asbestos cement corrugated sheeting



Spray foam insulation on the underside of a 
roof



Ceiling tiles



Pipe insulation



Requirements:

• Asbestos Survey & risk assessment (constructed <2004)

• Prioritize Removal 

• Prior to Maintenance/Refurbishment/Construction works

- Notification to HSA

- Works to be completed by competent Asbestos removals contractor



Asbestos removal works



Indoor Air Quality
AC unit recirculate Air



Indoor Air Quality



Resources:
• Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulations, 2008
• www.besmart.ie
• Chemical Agent Risk Assessment Template & supporting documents
• Storage of Hazardous Chemicals
• HSA Learning
• Indoor Air Quality Code of Practice
• Asbestos Guidance
• EPA Radon Map

https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/storage_of_hazardous_chemicals_information_sheet/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/chemical_agents_and_carcinogens/chemical_agents/risk_assessment/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/codes_of_practice/code_of_practice_for_indoor_air_quality/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/hazard_labelling_packaging_according_to_the_clp_regulation_-_information_sheet/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/hazard_labelling_packaging_according_to_the_clp_regulation_-_information_sheet/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/chemical_agents_and_carcinogens/chemical_agents/risk_assessment/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/chemical_agents_and_carcinogens/chemical_agents/risk_assessment/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/chemical_agents_and_carcinogens/chemical_agents/risk_assessment/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/chemical_agents_and_carcinogens/chemical_agents/risk_assessment/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/storage_of_hazardous_chemicals_information_sheet/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/chemical_and_hazardous_substances/storage_of_hazardous_chemicals_information_sheet/
https://hsalearning.ie/mod/page/view.php?id=24
https://hsalearning.ie/mod/page/view.php?id=24
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/codes_of_practice/code_of_practice_for_indoor_air_quality/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/publications_and_forms/publications/codes_of_practice/code_of_practice_for_indoor_air_quality/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/asbestos/asbestos_notifications/asbestos_notifications/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/your_industry/chemicals/legislation_enforcement/asbestos/asbestos_notifications/asbestos_notifications/
https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/radon/
https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/radon/


T: 0818 289 389
E: contactus@hsa.ie
W: www.hsa.ie

Go raibh maith agaibh 
Thank you
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